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Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Dr. Petr Cerva – Professorial Appointment

Dear Members of the Scientific Board,

I am writing in support of Petr Cerva's application for appointment to Professor at the Faculty 
of  Mechatronics,  Informatics and Interdisciplinary Studies of  the Technical  University of 
Liberec. I have known him since 2020, initially as a project partner and subsequently as a co-
author and as host to one of his doctoral students.

We first worked together in the NordTrans project on automatic speech transcription for 
selected Nordic languages, where he led the team at the Technical University of Liberec and 
I  was a co-investigator on the Norwegian side. His group delivered its part of the work 
reliably  and on schedule,  and he contributed substantively  to  the technical  discussions 
across the consortium rather than only to his own work package. I would be glad to work 
with him again on a future proposal.

Our collaboration resulted in a joint paper in the EURASIP Journal on Audio, Speech, and 
Music  Processing on lightweight  real-time speaker  diarization,  extending from audio to 
audio-visual  data  streams.  Online  diarization  under  strict  latency  and  computational 
constraints is  a non-trivial  problem, and the paper treats it  carefully  while keeping the 
resulting system practical to deploy. That balance between methodological soundness and 
engineering realism is characteristic of his work more generally.

His doctoral student Frantisek Kynych spent a research stay in my group at NTNU. He arrived 
with  a  well-defined  problem  and  sufficient  methodological  background  to  work 
independently, and integrated into the group without difficulty. In my experience this reflects 
directly on the quality of supervision he had received in Liberec.

On the basis of this collaboration I consider Petr Cerva to be a competent researcher in 
speech and audio-visual signal processing, an effective leader of an international project 
team, and a capable doctoral supervisor. He meets the standard I would expect of a full 
professor, and I support his appointment.

I am happy to provide further information if the Board requires it.

Sincerely,

Giampiero Salvi
Professor,
Department of Electronic Systems,
Norwegian University of Science and Technology
Senior Member, IEEE
giampiero.salvi@ntnu.no




